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Last year we said, “Things can't go on like this,” and they didn't, they got worse. - will Rogers, way before 2020

I’m scheduled to turn 50 in a few months.

I've phrased it that way since coming to terms with a certain cardiac condition of
mine, but the phrasing is a good reminder: there are plans, there are expectations, and
there are The Things That Actually Happen, and these three things don’t often agree.

It's a weird world we’re in right now. It’s not the safest place to be. Many of us are
sheltering in place, or doing our best approximation, and some of us are forced to be
out in this weird world every day. I'm fortunate that I’'m not, but | know there are
many, many who are not so fortunate, and | worry about them. | worry about you. |
worry about all of us.

This is one of the stranger times in which I've put an issue together. The first issue
after 9/11 was... unusual. Oh, the October 2001 issue was full of the usual errata,
ephemera, et cetera, but as it moved toward its conclusion, the elephant in the room
gradually required more and more of everyone’s attention.

That issue was the then-standard 14 pages in length, the first 10 being mostly what you’d normally expect in these pages. Page 11
was my own meditation, an essay about what had just happened, how the world was changing, and why there was still a need, to my
mind, to find a way to laugh. To relax. To take a break from the weight of it all. Page 12 was a full-page picture of the now-famous flag
hanging from the wreckage at Ground Zero in those early days. Pages 13 & 14 were comprised of a single sheet of black paper.

I’'m not sure | got the tone right in 2001. I’'m not sure I’'m getting it right in 2020 either. But I'm not doing a black page in this issue,
and I'm not doing a lot of reflection, outside this space. There is fear. There is panic. There is suffering. There is pain. There is darkness.
But — still in great quantities — there is light. There is hope. There is help. There is humanity. There is a kind of... isolated togetherness.

And there are still humans doing very, very dumb things. Let’s have a much-needed laugh as we read about them, shall we?
Stay safe, stay healthy, and let’s plan to meet back here again next time. Or, at least, let’s put it on the schedule, OK?

- RmG3, NFATB CEO, April 20, 2020 -
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